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885 Topics in Economic Theory

Class | Class Title | Days & Times | Instructor | Room | Class Dates

ECON 824-01 INTERNATIONAL TRADE MW 8:30-9:45AM Rafael Dix Carneiro; Yi (Daniel) Xu Soc Sci 113 08/24/2026-11/24/2026

This is a semester-long course in International Trade. The objective of the course is to introduce students to current research topics on international trade as well as the tools and methodologies that are prevalent in the field.

ECON 825-01 INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION TuTh 10:05AM - 11:20AM Yi (Daniel) Xu; Allan Collard-Wexler Soc Sci 105 08/24/2026-11/24/2026

This class is meant to introduce key concepts and tools in Industrial Organization. We will cover (1) Simple 10 theory models of competition. (2) Enrich these models with real-world data by applying tools in demand
estimation, including discrete choice models with random coefficients. (3) Methods of estimating production and cost functions, including control function methods. (4) Topics in vertical markets, such as double
marginalization and bilateral bargaining, and their application to key service industries. (5) Models of industry evolution and dynamic oligopoly. These models are used to investigate policy debate of innovation and
competition.

ECON 881-01 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS Il TuTh 8:30AM-9:45AM Erica Field Soc Sci 111 08/24/2026-11/24/2026
ECON 881-02 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - URBAN ECONOMICS MW 3:05PM-4:20PM Pat Bayer Soc Sci 327 08/24/2026-10/7/2026
ECON 881-03 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - HEALTH AND 10 M 3:05PM-5:35PM Emily Cuddy Soc Sci 327 10/19/2026-11/24/2026
ECON 881-04 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - EMPIRICAL MARKET DESIGN MW 1:25-2:40PM Michael Dinerstein Soc Sci 113 08/24/2026-10/07/2026

This module will cover several markets where policymakers set market rules that guide agents’ behavior and ultimately the allocation and division of surplus. The focus will be on the empirical analysis of these markets,
specifically how to incorporate the rules into model-based identification strategies. The chosen markets will reflect students’ expressed interests, though we will likely cover school choice, labor markets, food banks, and
financial exchanges.

ECON 881-05 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - ECONOMICS OF EDUCATION MW 1:25-2:40PM Michael Dinerstein Soc Sci 113 10/14/2026-11/24/2026
This module covers the economics of K-12 and higher education. Topics will include: (1) the educational production function, including the literature’s debate over whether resources matter, peer effects, and the
measurement of teacher value-added; (2) the causal effects of attending different school types; (3) the teacher labor market; (4) school choice and competition; (5) student loans. While covering the topics, we will discuss
methodologies including treatment effect estimation, empirical Bayes shrinkage, discrete choice models, and models of competition.

ECON 881-06 TOPICS IN APPLIED MICROECON - DYNAMIC DISCRETE CHOICE TuTh 6:15PM-7:30PM Arnaud Maurel Soc Sci 111 08/24/2026-10/06/2026

In this module we will work our way up from discrete choice models to dynamic discrete choice models. In dynamic discrete choice modules individuals make decisions today recognizing the impact these decisions have on
the value of future decisions. We will pay particular attention to recent advances in how to estimate these types of models in the presence of unobserved heterogeneity.

ECON 882-01 TOPICS IN MACRO INTERNATIONAL FINANCE - MACROECONOMICS MW 11:45AM-1:00PM Cosmin llut, Kyle Jurado Allen 226 08/24/2026-11/24/2026

This is a semester-long course on expectations and information in macroeconomics. It will consider the consequences of several departures from full-information rational expectations for macroeconomic modeling, including
noisy information, sticky information, rational inattention, limited memory, ambiguity aversion, imperfect reasoning, and diagnostic expectations.

ECON 883-02 TOPICS IN ECONOMETRICS - ROBUSTNESS AND SENSITIVITY TuTh 1:25-2:40PM Matthew Masten Soc Sci 111 08/24/2026-10/06/2026

Hampel (1992) describes the "robustness problem" as: "What happens if our ideal modeling assumptions are more or less violated? How are they violated, and what can we do about this?" In this course we will address this
question by formally studying robustness checks, which are ubiquitous in modern empirical work. We will focus on methods for assessing assumptions in the context of selection on observables and instrumental variable
identification strategies. We will also briefly discuss a variety of related topics.

ECON 883-03 TOPICS IN ECONOMETRICS - ECONOMETRICS I MW 4:40PM-5:55PM Christopher Walker Soc Sci 139 08/24/2026-11/24/2026




ECON 885-01 TOPICS IN ECONOMIC THEORY - MICRO THEORY 3 (PART 1) TuTh 1:25PM-2:40PM Attila Ambrus Soc Sci 327 08/24/2026-10/06/2026

This course is a rigorous investigation of some of the central concepts in game theory, such as rationalizability, and Nash equilibrium and its refinements. It covers classical topics, such as repeated games, bargaining, and

signaling games.
ECON 885-02 TOPICS IN ECONOMIC THEORY - MICRO THEORY 3 (PART 2)

TuTh 1:25PM-2:40PM Attila Ambrus Soc Sci 327 10/08/2026-11/24/2026




